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Fishing Tournament Information
Fishing tournament permits can be obtained by visiting 
www.mcgi.state.mi.us/mrbis. Click on the water body search link 
then enter a  water body name and click on the access site name 
for information.

Boat Registration
For information about boat registration, please see “The Handbook 
of Michigan Boating Laws & Responsibilities” available online www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

Ice Shanties

ALL SIDES of the shanty in legible 
letters at least 2 inches in height. The letters shall be readily visible 
and consist of material not soluble in water. The name and address 
must be on the shanty and may not be placed on a board or other 
material that is then attached to the shanty. Tents or other temporary 
shelters that are removed from the ice each day do not require 

Persons placing a shanty on the waters of the Upper Peninsula
shall remove the shanty by midnight of March 31 of any year.

Persons placing a shanty on waters in the counties of Alcona, 
Alpena, Antrim, Arenac, Bay, Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Clare, Crawford, Emmet, Gladwin, Grand Traverse, Iosco, 
Isabella, Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Manistee, Mason, Mecosta, 
Midland, Missaukee, Montmorency, Newaygo, Oceana, Ogemaw, 
Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, Roscommon, or 
Wexford shall remove the shanty by midnight of March 15 of any 
year. Persons placing a shanty upon the waters of the remaining 
portion of the Lower Peninsula shall remove the shanty by midnight 
on March 1 of any year. Shanties placed on L. St. Clair shall be 

year. In all areas, a shanty must be removed if ice conditions 
become unsafe, regardless of the date. After the above dates, a 

Parasites and Diseases of Fish

caught which has white-to-yellow-colored grubs under the skin or 

Great Lakes often contain red worms coiled within the body cavity. 

these parasites are safe to eat, as all these (and any other parasites) 
are killed by cooking. Black spot and yellow grub parasites are most 

It is not unusual for anglers to catch walleye with pink, whitish 

usually not affected. Lymphocystis is harmless to humans and 

aesthetically unpleasing, it should be kept for disposal because a 

Northern pike from some waters occasionally are caught with various 
size and colors of external tumors which may be whitish, creamy, pink 
or red. In advanced stages, the tumors are ugly open sores tinged 
with red and often are referred to as red sore. These tumors are 

and muskellunge. The disease is not known to be infectious to other 

Seasonal Fish Mortalities
During the late spring and early summer months, it is not uncommon 

some person, industry or community. However, many, if not most, such 
incidents stem from natural causes. Among these causes are: so-called 
winter kill, brought about by a depletion of oxygen supplies coincident 
with heavy snow and ice cover; stress (brought about by these low 
oxygen levels); periods of unusually rapid temperature increase; lake 
inversions and natural stresses associated with spawning.

The deaths, while unsettling, may be viewed as nature’s way of 

growth of the survivors.

your nearest DNR location (see page 31) or Michigan’s Pollution 
Emergency Alert System (800) 292-4706.

Aquatic Invasive Plants and Animals
Michigan’s waters are threatened by numerous nonnative aquatic 
invasive plants and animals already here, such as the zebra mussel, 
round goby, sea lamprey, Eurasian ruffe, Eurasian watermilfoil, 

knocking at the door, including several species of Asian carp coming 
up the Chicago diversion that could potentially enter Lake Michigan 

extensive economic and natural resource damage.

and other aquatic nuisance species by taking the following steps:

l  Clean boats, trailers, and other equipment thoroughly between 

and organisms, from one water body to another with special 

excellent disinfectant for cleaning your equipment. 

l  After cleaning allow boats, trailers, and other equipment to fully 
dry for 4 to 6 hours in the sun. 

l  
l  Do not release live bait into any water body. 

l  
and release them as quickly as possible. 

l  
intend to release them. 

l  

l  Educate other anglers about the measure they can take to prevent 

Natural resource managers are concerned about introduction of 
new species and have set up an Angler’s Monitoring Network to 

31 of this booklet. If you have any questions, contact an Operations 
Service Center or visit www.michigan.gov/deq-anglers-monitoring-
network.


